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I'm Setsuko Shimomoto from Japan. I am the chief plaintiff of lawsuits that were filed by fishers and their
surviving families in Kochi Prefecture who were affected by the six hydrogen bomb tests conducted by the
U.S. at Bikini Atoll of the Marshall Islands from March to May 1954. We are seeking compensation from the
Japanese government.
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Many of you may be familiar with the fishing boat Daigo Fukuryu Maru (or Lucky Dragon No. 5), which was
impacted by radioactive fallout. After the Daigo Fukuryu Maru returned to Japan, there was uproar all over the
country. At that time, about 1,000 Japan fishing vessels were forced to dispose of radioactive fish into the
Pacific Ocean.
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Global radioactive fallout has mainly occurred in the northern hemisphere in places such as Japan, the
Philippines, and Mexico, and even in the Midwest of the U.S. which saw five times as much radioactive fallout
as Japan. The explosive power of the six hydrogen bomb tests from March to May of 1954 was 3220 times that
of the Hiroshima bomb. Imagine that. It was equivalent to detonating the Hiroshima bomb every single day for
more than eight years.
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Two months later, in May 1954, Shunkotsu Maru, or the world's first research vessel to investigate
contamination in the Pacific set sail, carrying Japanese scientists. Surveys have shown that there is a mosaic of
water of different densities in the ocean, and it does not easily mix horizontally or vertically. Contamination of

the ocean spreads gradually through ocean currents. They also found that radioactivity concentrates in the food
chain, starting from plankton.
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In September, radio operator Aikichi Kuboyama of Daigo Fukuryu Maru died of radiation sickness, and a
major anti-nuclear movement erupted throughout Japan. 32 million signatures were collected against nuclear
tests. To suppress the anti-nuclear movement, the U.S. negotiated with the Japanese government and settled the
matter by offering a $2 million ex gratia payment.
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At the end of December 1954, they halted fish inspections and exams of all the fishers except for those of the
Daigo Fukuryu Maru, and concluded that nothing had happened to those fishers.
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Meanwhile in Kochi Prefecture, the Hakata High School Student Seminar was established in the 1980s. They
learned about Mr. Setsuya Fujii, who committed suicide at the age of 27 after becoming ill from being exposed
to radioactivity twice, from the atomic bombing of Nagasaki and nuclear tests in the Pacific Ocean. They also
learned about Mr. Masayasu Taniwaki, who died in December at the age of 20 after falling ill several months
after sailing the Pacific Ocean in May 1954 on a training ship for a fisheries high school.
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More than 30 years had passed since 1954, fishers in Kochi began talking about the incidents to high school

students, even though Japan and the U.S. settled on this matter. It turned out that many fishers died at a young
age from blood-related diseases and cancers.
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The late Mr. Kazuma Masumoto, who was the chief plaintiff in the national compensation lawsuit, once said
that he was wondering why he was getting sick so often, but when he heard the news about applications for a
seafarer's insurance claim, he remembered that the tuna fishing boat he worked on when he was 18 years old
had discarded its fish. At the same time, he was convinced that the cause of his illnesses was radiation
exposure, and he was angry that he and others had been abandoned by their own government.
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Around 2013, a TV station reported in a documentary program about how nuclear testing in the Marshall
Islands impacted communities in Kochi. They found documents by the U.S. State Department that contained
inspection data at that time. Furthermore, a team of researchers at Hiroshima University confirmed the impact
of nuclear tests based on estimated radiation doses from the measurement of the blood and teeth of the
impacted fishers.
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Then, in 2016, fishers and their families filed claims for seafarers' workers’ compensation and filed lawsuits
against the Japanese government. When Japanese think of radiation exposure, we think of being burned by the
heat rays of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings, but the fishers in Kochi are victims of internal radiation
exposure, where rain, seawater, and fish contaminated with radioactive fallout enter the body and continue to
emit radiation. The timing and symptoms of illnesses vary from person to person. If you get sick years later, it
is difficult to prove the cause.
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The fishers’ life on the ship means that they use rainwater instead of a shower, and because fresh water is
precious, they wash their rice with seawater and use fresh water only for cooking. Both rain and seawater were
contaminated with radioactivity. They also eat the organs of fish. However, even now, the Japan government
does not recognize the radiation exposure of fishers.
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In March of last year, I went to Majuro, the capital of the Marshall Islands, to participate in Nuclear
Remembrance Day. In the Marshall Islands, I realized how devastating the American nuclear tests were. I was
also able to talk to a woman who had evacuated from Rongelap. "They are closer to humans than rats, and the
data is valuable," Americans said. The people of Rongelap, who were experimented on like guinea pigs, were
no longer able to live on the island. The woman said, "The U.S. doesn't think of us as human beings, they look
down on us. They treated us like idiots. My life was derailed. I want to be able to live safely." When I heard
this, I was also mortified.
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The Nobel Peace Prize award to Nihon Hidankyo gave us hope.
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To the Japanese government, which knows about the danger of radioactivity more than anyone because of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings, nuclear tests in the Pacific, and nuclear power plant accident: Please
acknowledge that the fishers affected by nuclear tests and the survivors of the so-called "Black Rain" in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are unresolved political issues that need to be resolved. Also, ratify the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as soon as possible.
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The Japanese government also needs to admit that it entered a political settlement on this issue with the U.S.
70 years ago, thereby cutting off fishers who had been exposed to radioactivity from nuclear tests. Also, please
do not create any more hibakusha who are impacted by radiation, including the damage caused by the nuclear
power plant accident in Fukushima. As a country impacted by radioactivity, please call on the U.S., a nuclear
perpetrator, to join the TPNW and call for victim assistance and environmental remediation under Article 6.
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To all of you who are participating here today, I would like you to help us clarify why this issue was politically
settled by Japan and the United States, trivialized as the single incident of the Daigo Fukuryu Maru, and left
many affected fishers unattended. I hope that the government will clarify that the explosion power of the six
nuclear tests in Operation Castle was 3,220 times that of the Hiroshima bombing, and that the radioactive
fallout caused global contamination, and use such findings to help the victims of nuclear tests around the
world.
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We are proud that we, the plaintiffs in the lawsuits, are also playing a part in this process. Please join us and
report on the workers compensation lawsuit at Tokyo District Court by fishers affected by the hydrogen bomb
test, as well as the lawsuit at Kochi District Court for compensation for the damage caused by the political
settlement, and Bikini Day Kochi, a remembrance day event held on May 10 to 11 of this year in Muroto,
Kochi Prefecture. Thank you very much.




